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I am pleased to announce ECAD’s first ever newsletter in its current format with a fixture against MCC in the summer of 2010 
and it is provisionally planned to play another 2 matches during the London tour for both the Lions and the Elite teams.  This 
will continue with the successful formula that took place in Milton Keynes earlier this year. 
 
MCC vs ECAD, tba 2010 
 
Another domestic tour is currently being organized in the North West for August 2010 in three days.  Two matches for the Elite 
team and two matches for the Lions team, in additional; there will be a very competitive North vs South match where many 
infamous personal duels will continue from over the years. 
 
North West tour, TBA, August 2010 – three day tour (based from Christleton, Cheshire) 
 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 



 
ECB Level III Coaching Award for ECAD’s Blyth Duncan 
 
Members and followers of the deaf cricket world will know Blyth Duncan senior as the father of England’s Blyth Duncan junior 
and coach/tour manager of ECAD.  I am very pleased to say that through hours of hard work and through recent health issues 
that Blyth has passed his ECB Level III coaching award! A big show of hands is thoroughly deserved to a champion. I have 
asked Blyth to write a small article about his memorable achievement. 
 
ECAD will reap the benefits of his hard work and hopefully keep Blyth away from participating on the sporting field and his 
hidden competitive nature! 

 
 
Just over a year ago, I was pleased to be invited on to the first winter 2008 Level 3 course. To get on a level 3 
course is not easy & quite expensive & I am indebted to Northumberland Cricket Board for funding the course & 
Stefan Pichowski for his very flattering recommendation to the ECB. 
 
My first three days “in-house” were at Derby & I got an indication then of the amount of work involved in getting 
qualified at Level 3. I then needed two pupils covering at least three disciplines –batting; bowling; fielding & 
keeping wicket. I was lucky that we had two good young cricketers who were both very keen to get coaching. 
 
The major part of level 3 is: discussing with your two pupils what they feel they need to work on – then I videoed 
each of them & re evaluated what we were going to work on. You then have to produce a 12 month plan for each 
of them followed by planned eight 1 hour sessions – the planning for the 8 sessions in great detail. These have to 
be witnessed & you have to do a spot of self analysis for each session. 
 
I found the early part enjoyable but very hard work, whilst the amount of paper work Level 3 generates is quite 
staggering & when asked the passing percentage the lead tutor would not tell us but told us that the 
COMPLETION RATE WAS ONLY 50%!! 
 
You then get a video to view and do analysis of two cricketers, find their good points and also their weaker aspects 
for which you have to devise a training programme for each of them. 
You have two further lots of “in-house” training; mine were at Derby again, finishing off at Loughborough. 
 
Having finished all the work &completed my Log book I sent it into to the ECB at Edgbaston in April and currently I 
am waiting for the ECB to set my final exam. 
 
The biggest plus from the course is that most of the tutors are ex first class cricketers who pass on a wealth of 
experience and insight into the game. 
 
Also in April I was astounded to find out I had been nominated by Northumberland   as SKY SPORTS COACH OF 
THE YEAR & had won 
 
The award was presented by Sir Ian Botham, on the pitch just before the Start 0f the last ODI vs Australia. What 
was a bigger surprise was the Regional Award for the whole of  
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the North East.  
 
The end product from all of the above was taking the England Deaf Squad for their weekend training at Bristol on 
my own for the first time & getting very positive feedback from the players who attended 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Ron Young for all his help whilst doing my  
Level.3 – his help &encouragement was superb. 
 
I would also like to thank Stefan for his glowing letter of recommendation which undoubtedly helped me get a place 
on the Level 3 course.    
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------- 
 
TRAINING WEEKENDS FOR NEW YEAR 2010 
 
Shrewsbury School Cricket Centre, The Schools, Shrewsbury, SY3 7BA. 
 
Saturday 16

th
 & Sunday 17

th
 January 2010 

Saturday 6
th
 & Sunday 7

th
 February 2010 

Saturday 6
th
 & Sunday 7

th
 March 2010 

 
(Saturdays meet 11.15am, finish 7pm. Sunday 
meet 8.45am, finish 1pm) 
 
To book a place and hotel room, contact Lucy 
Riding (ECAD Secretary) on 
secretaryecad@hotmail.co.uk  
 
For further details of the venue, click on - 
http://www.shrewsbury.org.uk/downloads/Sport/Shr
ewsburyCricketCentreBrochure.pdf  
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------------------- 
 
Roles for training weekends 
 
Vice-chairman, Peter Dixon; manage and update the squad/management team. 
 
Coaching staff, Bobby Denning/Ron Young/Blyth Duncan/Jeff Levick; coaching of ECAD playing members 
 
Management, Lucy Riding; email correspondent, collect hotel cheques and liaise with manager, Jeff Levick 
 
Jeff Levick, hotel booking and hotel arrangement (liaise with Lucy R and Peter Dixon) 
Martin Redshaw, account for hotel cheques 

 
 
ECAD welcome Bobby Denning to the team 
 

mailto:secretaryecad@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.shrewsbury.org.uk/downloads/Sport/ShrewsburyCricketCentreBrochure.pdf
http://www.shrewsbury.org.uk/downloads/Sport/ShrewsburyCricketCentreBrochure.pdf


 
 
Bobby is a highly regarded and qualified ECB Level 4 coach who has recently agreed to join the ECAD set up as a 
leading coach of what is already a vastly improving coaching set up at ECAD.  Bobby will take on the new post 
with a view to lead the squad to the World Cup and other future international tournaments.  Bobby has assisted 
Ron Young (Head Coach) in the past and it is guaranteed that the players and other coaches will benefit from 
Bobby’s experience.  ECAD welcome him and wish him every success in the future and hope that he enjoys his 
time to take the organization onto the next level. 
 
It will be important for the current and new players to impress their skills upon Bobby and the new coaching set up 
and to reflect on the ever improving standard within ECAD. 
 
Check Bobby’s profile on  

http://www.lancashirecricket.co.uk/lcbca/news_item.asp?NewsID=205 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------- 
 
Development for hearing impaired cricket in the UK 
 
Due to the hard work of thankless volunteers, coaches and managers of disability cricket – there are enormous 
strides that have taken place across the regions and counties in order to help set up hearing impaired and 
disability cricket. 
 
Some counties are streets ahead of other counties where there is no evidence of any infrastructure taking place.  I 
am pleased to say that Suffolk have set up their own County Deaf team and I hope to see other counties taking up 
to the task.  There are a number of suggestions in order to help set up county deaf cricket and like most projects in 
life, it requires dedicated volunteers to set it up and running. 
It is early days but ECAD aim to achieve a minimum of 2 hearing impaired cricket teams per county, county teams 
and regional teams to join the North, South, Lions and Elite teams.  Eventually the pyramid will begin to work its 
way from the bottom to join in with the top tier structure. 
 
As ever, the funding, networking, coaches, volunteers, parents and of course the participants need to occur to set 
up this exciting and ambitious project. 
 
It may seem impossible at first, but hopefully we will look back and wonder what all the fuss was about. 
 
In the next edition, we will publish our goals for the next 3 years. 

http://www.lancashirecricket.co.uk/lcbca/news_item.asp?NewsID=205
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I have drawn up a chart to try and keep it simple as a template for counties across the UK to help network the 
hearing impaired cricketers.  It doesn’t mention the most crucial role, the volunteer to help co-ordinate the county 
infrastructure.  
 
Main contact; Lucy Riding – secretaryecad@hotmail.co.uk Lucy will be able to refer you to the local ECAD 
Regional Development Officer. 
 
For further information and contacts of the Regional Disability Development Forum Chairmen, please contact Ian 
Martin on ian.martin@ecb.co.uk  
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------  
 
New Zealand World Cup 2009 - Auckland 
 
Most of you will know that the scheduled 2009 World Cup at Auckland was postponed due to sponsorship pulling 
out at the last minute much to the disappointment of the deaf cricket world. 
 

mailto:secretaryecad@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:ian.martin@ecb.co.uk


I have been reassured that the organizers are working hard in order to replicate the World Cup in December 2010 
with seeking new sponsorship.  On a positive note, at least we have several additional months to find suitable 
sponsors and that the leading members of the deaf cricket countries are all communicating via emails on a regular 
basis. 
 
We will keep our readers up to date on our newsletters. 
 

 
I will be asking another one of our ECAD volunteers to publish the next newsletter which should take place in the 
winter (December, January, February) with further news. I hope everyone enjoyed this first edition and that we can 
watch this develop into a very successful newsletter to keep our readers informed and entertained!  For now, so 
long and wishing everyone a very premature Happy Christmas and New Year! 
 
It won’t be long before the clubs are preparing for the new season in the New Year!  
 
Yours in sport 
 
Stefan Pichowski 
 
 


